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From Oven and Kiln 

Online Auction Catalogue 

 

The North-West Ceramics Foundation proudly presents work by artists who have donated their work to our 

major fundraising event, From Oven and Kiln, to be held Thursday April 19 at the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club. 

These works will be on auction; opening bids start at one-third of their retail value unless otherwise stated.  

For more on the North-West Ceramics Foundation, on From Oven and Kiln, to purchase tickets or reserve a 

table, please see www.nwcf.ca , or contact Debra Sloan at debraesloan@gmail.com or 604-736-3039.

http://www.nwcf.ca/
mailto:debraesloan@gmail.com
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Donating Artists:  

Eliza Au 

Kelly Austin 

Penny Birnam 

Suzy Birstein 

Andy Blick 

Elaine Brewer-White 

Judy Burke 

Ying-Yueh Chuang 

Mary Daniel 

Walter Dexter 

Linda Doherty  

Sandra Dolph 

Jim Etzkorn  

Mary Fox 

Jackie Frioud 

Connie Glover 

Amy Gogarty 

Evelyn Grant 

Russell Hackney 

Don Hutchinson 

Tam Irving 

Cathi Jefferson 

Charmian Johnson 

Bob Kingsmill 

Danny Kostyshin 

David Lloyd 

Claire Madill 

Glenys Marshall-Inman 

Paul Mathieu  

Meira Mathison 

Mariko McCrae 

Gillian McMillan 

Sheila Morissette 

Darlene Nairne 

Gailan Ngan 

Alwyn O’Brien 

Noel O’Connell and Jasna 

Sokolovic 

Leon Popik 

Friederike Rahn 

Sharon Reay 

John Reeve 

Celia Rice-Jones  

Keith Rice-Jones  

Laurie Rolland 

Phyllis Schwartz 

Paul Scott 

Kinichi Shigeno  

Debra Sloan 

Gunda Stewart 

Rob Stickney 

Brendan Tang 

Clive Tucker 

Jinny Whitehead 

Not pictured: 

Sarah Coote 

Heather Dahl 

Cheryl Stapleton 

Ron Vallis 

Andrew Wong 

Julie York 

 

Special Raffle Prize: 

Lisa Henriques  
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Eliza Au, Richmond 

Wreath #1 

Ceramic, cone 10 reduction- fired,  

56cm x 16 cm.  

Retail value $450.  

 

Eliza Au received her BFA from the Nova Scotia College of 

Art and Design (2005) and her MFA from the New York 

State College of Ceramics at Alfred University (2009). Au’s 

work is ceramic-based and centers on the process of slip-

casting. She is interested in how sacred space is 

transformed by the use of pattern and geometry in Gothic 

and Islamic architecture. She is interested in how systems 

work and how they relate to symmetry, repetition and scale. 

In recent work, she is expanding into other materials, 

including paper, metal, glass and wax. 
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Kelly Austin, North Vancouver 

Yogurt Bowl 

Wheel-thrown porcelain, inlay 

20 cm x 10 cm 

Retail value: $75 

 

Kelly Austin is an emerging Vancouver-based ceramic 

artist. Born and raised in Vancouver, she graduated in 2011 

with a BFA from Emily Carr University of Art + Design. She 

has assisted local potters Gailan Ngan and Heather Dahl, 

and sculptor Julie York. Kelly has exhibited locally at the 

Concourse Gallery, Circle Craft Market and the Gallery of 

BC Ceramics, and internationally at the Haystack Mountain 

School of Craft in Maine, USA. Kelly has received 

numerous scholarships including the NWCF Maureen 

Wright, Emily Carr Endowment Fund Scholarship, the 

Senior Award through the BC Arts Council and the Circle 

Craft Co-Operative Scholarship. 
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Penny Birnam, Vancouver 

Fox 

Hand-built ceramic 

Retail value: $145.00 

 

I make stuff in my backyard. I swim, cycle and kayak. I don't 

own a car or a cell phone. My current projects are learning 

how to listen; to trees and wind, music and people; I'd like to 

leave the good earth healthier than I've found it, but I doubt 

it. The animals are my sympathetic magic. Like voodoo 

dolls in reverse, they carry my love and respect out into the 

world, and my hope that their new owners will become 

protective of them and by extension, the real animal in its 

fragile co-existence with people.  
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Suzy Birstein, Vancouver 

Aladdin Bowl  

Hand-built white ware, fired with food-safe underglazes and 

glazes 12.5 x 17.5 x 43 cm 

Retail Value: $275 

 

Having been seduced by the sensual, spontaneous, and 

intellectual activity of working with clay, colour and the 

essence of romance, Suzy Birstein strives to merge the 

beautific power of Nefertiti with the song ‘n dance spirit of 

Carmen Miranda. Suzy’s colourful tableware and sculptures 

have been exhibited, collected, televised and published in 

Canada, the US, France, Japan, Hong Kong and Australia. 

Recent highlights include: “Motion Pitchers,” commissioned 

for 2008 Academy Awards loot bags; “Mia Muse” art/travel 

biennial workshops in Greece and “Diva” invitational exhibit 

in France. Suzy Birstein is represented by Jonathon 

Bancroft-Snell Gallery, London, Ontario. 
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Andy Blick, Vancouver 

Thrown form with inlay. 

33 cm diameter and base 

Retail value: $450. 

Andy Blick trained in ceramic studios in England and 

Denmark and studied at Harrow School of Art in London. He 

set up his first studio in Ireland in 1971, making stoneware 

and salt-glazed porcelain. He developed a studio in 

Vancouver in 1986, designing and producing architectural 

mouldings and tiles and individual clay projects. 
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Elaine Brewer-White, Vancouver 

Over here…!  

Clay, acrylics, enamel, paper lamp shade and electric light 

fixture.  

Retail value: $695.00 

 

Elaine Brewer-White has been sculpting in clay for over 25 

years, and her works are in collections world-wide. She has 

created murals, garden sculpture, gallery installations and 

life-size figures. Currently, she focuses on corporate and 

private commissions, with subjects ranging from classic 

motorcycles to families reposing on furniture. Elaine 

considers this her legacy work, the task of creating 3 

dimensional portraits of individuals or families which will tell 

their story to future generations. Elaine’s work is exuberant, 

and her life exhibits the necessity for art, play, laughter. She 

believes in the creative spirit and seeks to celebrate it in all 

she does. 
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Judy Burke, Maple Ridge 

Untitled plate 

Cone 10 stoneware, 45 x 45 x 9 cm.  

Retail value: $315 

 

I received a BA in Art History in (1953) and MA in painting in 

(l955) from the University of California, Berkeley. I began 

studying ceramics in 1957 and have been making pottery 

professionally since the mid-1970s. My work is primarily 

functional stoneware, however, I set aside time to 

experiment in other areas.  

My one of a kind pieces have been accepted in international 

juried shows and has been exhibited in Australia, Canada, 

Hong Kong, Japan, Korea and the United States. My work 

is in collections including the Museum of Anthropology, 

University of British Columbia, Canada, The Shepparton Art 

Gallery, Australia and the World Ceramic Exposition 

Foundation, Korea. 
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Ying-Yueh Chuang, Toronto 

Plant Creature. 

Mid fired cone 6 paper clay, multiple fired cone 6 to 06.  

6 cm x 6 cm x 6 cm 

Retail Value: $200.00 

 

Ying-Yueh Chuang is originally from Taiwan. She studied at 

Langara College and Emily Carr in Vancouver and received 

her Masters in Ceramics from NSCAD University, Halifax. 

Her work has been exhibited nationally and internationally, 

and featured in many publications such as Art in America, 

Ceramic Review, Ceramics Art and Perception and Ceramic 

Monthly. She has received numerous grants and awards 

including the Winifred Shantz Award. Her work can be 

found in collections such as Art Gallery of Nova Scotia, 

Canada Council Art Bank, Mackenzie Art Gallery, the 

Government of Ontario Art Collection, Burlington Art Centre 

Permanent Collection and WOCEK Icheon Ceramic Centre, 

Korea. 
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Mary Daniel, Vancouver 

Plate 

Low-fired white clay (food-safe) plate inlaid with coloured 

slip, incised lines, slip painted surfaces, gold luster.  

31 cm x35 cm x4 cm  

Retail value: $240.00 

 

Mary Daniel is a ceramic and mixed media artist based in 

Vancouver. Mary studied ceramics and painting in the 

Faculty of Fine Arts at the University of Saskatchewan, 

Regina Campus. She has an affinity for slab work and 

sculptural forms using inlay processes. Her emphasis on 

surface decoration is a reflection of her background as a 

painter as well as a ceramicist. Mary Daniel has taught for 

the Vancouver School of Art, the Visual and Performing Arts 

Department of the University of British Columbia, and for 

the Vancouver School Board. Her work is represented in 

private and public collections in North America. 
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Walter Dexter 

Plate 

Raku, decorated with crackle white glaze 

30 cm x 4 cm 

Retail value: $400; minimum bid, $200 

 

Walter Dexter graduated from the Alberta College of Art in 

ceramics in 1954. He was head of ceramics at the Kootenay 

School of the Arts in Nelson, BC from 1968-1974, and he 

has taught at Emily Carr and the University of Saskatoon. 

Known primarily for his innovative work with raku and 

stoneware, he has exhibited across Canada and 

internationally in Belgium, Czechoslovakia, England, 

Finland, Italy, Japan and the United States. Walter Dexter's 

ceramics are featured in the permanent collections of the 

Claridge Collection, Montreal; the Canada Council Art Bank, 

Ottawa; the Canadian Museum of Civilization, Hull; the 

Confederation Art Gallery and Museum, Charlottetown; and 

the University of Calgary. 
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Linda Doherty, Kamloops 

Thrown and altered stoneware jug fired 36 hours with wood 

in the Ombu Kiln. Glazed with Shino and Tenmoku glaze.  

18 cm x36 cm x12 cm.  

Retail value: $225.00 

 

Linda Doherty has served on the boards of the North-West 

Ceramics Foundation, the BC Potters Guild and The 

Canadian Clay Symposium. She produced Made of Clay: 

Ceramics of British Columbia and has had her own work 

published in several books. Her passion for learning about 

the art of clay has taken her to Australia, Germany, Peru, 

Argentina, Spain, India, Turkey and, most recently, China. 

The serene setting at her Stump Lake Studio in the Nicola 

Valley is conducive to creating her “one-of-a-kind” pieces. 

Through her teaching at the Shadbolt Centre, she is 

rewarded by motivating and inspiring others. 
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Sandra Dolph, Galiano Island 

Serving Bowl 

High-fired lichen glaze 

10 cm x 30 cm 

Retail value: $150 

Sandra Dolph is a potter with an international reputation. 

Surface decoration of form has always been a large part of 

her work, but recently, it has become a major area of 

exploration. She uses the rich color of ceramic underglazes, 

terra sigillatas and her signature “lichen glaze” to render 

impressions of the Galiano coastline: the waves, the sea, 

the clouds, and the sky. She incises line and texture with 

natural objects, imbedding beach stone or sand into the 

clay. The resultant two-dimensional but softly undulant 

works are vibrant and flushed with warm earthy tones that 

indicate her love of the environment in which she lives. 
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Jim Etzkorn  

Soda fired stoneware tea pot and cup on a small tray.  

23 cm x15 cm x15 cm.  

Retail Value: $140.00 

 

I have been make and teaching pottery for over 30 years. I 

graduated from the Alberta College of Art and Design. My 

work has been collected and exhibited, nationally and 

internationally. A highlight of my career was that I was 

chosen to design the dinner ware for the G-8 Summit held 

in 2003 at Kananaskis in Alberta. I make functional and 

decorative work which finds its expression through the 

manipulation and alteration of form. My intention is to create 

work that enhances, embellishes and elevates the practices 

of daily ritual living.  
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Mary Fox, Ladysmith 

Decorative Bowl  

Terra sigillata, crawl glazes, multi-fired in oxidation  

38 cm x 14 cm  

Retail value: $450.00, minimum bid $300.00 

I have been potting since I was 13 and have yet to grow 

tired of any aspect of my job. I love going into my studio 

every day full of energy and inspiration to create anew. For 

my decorative works, my focus is on expressing the beauty 

and strength of pure form and then creating unique glazes 

that will enhance my vessels and imbue them with the look 

of unearthed antiquities. Working like a painter, I layer 

various glazes in successive firings to build up a richness of 

surface colour and texture on each piece.  
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Jackie Frioud, West Vancouver 

3 piece sushi plate. 

Cone 6 porcelain, inlaid slip design and matte clear glaze.  

17 cm x 31 cm x 7 cm  

Retail value: $175 

 

I work in my home studio in Horseshoe Bay, B.C. I make 

two lines of functional pottery, a contemporary white 

porcelain line fired to cone 6 in oxidation, and a salt-glazed 

stoneware collection of functional ware. I have a BFA in 

Studio Art from UBC and have been making pots for a 

dozen years or so. 
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Connie Glover, Vancouver 

Pod 

Soda-glazed stoneware, slips, glazes  

14 cm x 16.5 cm x 15 cm 

Retail value: $85 

 

Over the past thirty years, my thrown work has evolved to 

an organic quality, inspired by the forms of seedpods and 

buds.  I enjoy the energy of new growth, the unfolding, and 

the promise of new life.   

In addition to my regular ceramic studio practice, I have 

enjoyed creating a number of large-scale public art and 

community public art projects.  Most recently, in 

collaboration with Deborah Putman, I installed Kwomais: A 

Place of Vision in October 2011. 
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Amy Gogarty, Vancouver 

Oregon Coast, May  

Cone 6 porcelain, underglaze painting, glaze.  

13 cm x17 cm x13 cm 

Retail value: $140.00 

 

Amy Gogarty studied painting at the Alberta College of Art 

and received her MFA from the University of Calgary. She 

has exhibited in solo and group exhibitions across Canada. 

She taught visual art history, theory and ceramics history at 

ACAD for sixteen years prior to relocating in 2006 to 

Vancouver, where she works as an independent 

researcher, artist and writer. She has participated in 

numerous national and international panels and published 

over 80 reviews, catalogue and critical essays on issues in 

craft. She serves on the boards of the North-West Ceramics 

Foundation and the British Columbia Potters Guild.  
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Evelyn Grant, Vancouver 

The Seven Deadly Sins  

Set of 8 bone china plates with on-glaze decal decoration. 

The images are repurposed 18th-century political cartoons 

illustrating the Seven Deadly Sins. Banding is Platinum. Do 

not put in dishwasher. 

Retail Value: $400.00 

 

Ceramic artist Evelyn Grant has a BFA in ceramics from the 

University of Calgary and a diploma in ceramics from the 

Alberta College of Art and Design. After a 30-year career 

producing one-of-a-kind works, she attended Staffordshire 

University in Stoke-on-Trent, UK, from 2009 to 2010 to 

complete her Masters of Ceramic Design degree. Her work 

is now represented by Kim Dashwood Ceramics and Liberty 

of London. She has exhibited at the Maison et Object 

design fair, Paris, 2010 and 2011, as well as the Ambient 

fair, 2010. 
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Russell Hackney, Bowen Island 

Owl 

Original shape turned in plaster on a lathe, embossment 

hand carved. Moulded and slip cast in Cone 6 Porcelain.  

4.5 cm x 8 cm  

Retail value: $140.00 

 

I was born in Stoke-on-Trent, England, a city known as “The 

Potteries,” a place very much involved in making ceramics 

for nearly 300 yrs. Apart from 3 years study for my BA in 

Three-Dimensional Design, I spent my apprenticeship and 

working life at the family ceramic business, Brunswick 

Ceramic Services. There I learnt mould-making for 

ceramics, modelling and slip-casting. I modelled designs for 

customers, from everyday functional ceramics to 

commissioned pieces. One of my most notable 

achievements was modelling a replica 19th Century clock 

that was presented to the Queen. In 2002, I, my wife and 

my Dalmatian immigrated to Vancouver, BC.   
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Don Hutchinson, Vancouver 

Beaver Bowl 

Stoneware, temmoku glaze 

28 cm x 17 cm x 15 cm 

Retail value: $80 

 

I have been working with clay some 45 years and the last 

10 years have been the most fun. My interest in owls, 

herons, beavers, ducks and frogs as animals with particular 

characteristics feeds my imagination. Combining my 

research with natural materials, my love of drawing and my 

need to involve the viewer with the objects I create 

motivates me to try harder. I hope the user of these 

products can sense the joy and fun in their making. 
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Tam Irving, West Vancouver 

Tilt Square Vase  

Retail value: $350 

 

Tam Irving was born in 1933. He graduated in 1956 from 

Edinburgh University with a BSC in agriculture and 

emigrated to Canada. He worked for Shell Oil until 

establishing a studio in West Vancouver in 1966. After 

working as a production potter for seven years, he began 

teaching at the old Vancouver School of Art (now the Emily 

Carr University of Art and Design). He retired from teaching 

in 1956 to continue his own practice. He is currently 

involved with hard edge geometrical abstractions. 
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Cathi Jefferson, Duncan 

Fern Frond Vase  

Salt-fired Stoneware 

18 cm x 10 cm x 5 cm 

Retail value: $150 

 

Cathi Jefferson’s career as a studio-trained potter began 

under mentor Herman Venema in 1974. She attended 

Kwantlen College (1980 – 81), the Fraser Valley College 

(1986 – 88) and workshops around the world, with 

residencies at The Archie Bray Foundation in Montana and 

others in BC, Banff, Maine, Japan and the UK. She has 

taught at Emily Carr Institute, the Kootenay School of Art  

and the University of Victoria, where she currently teaches. 

As well, she has presented many demonstrations at 

workshops and conferences throughout North America, the 

UK and Korea. Cathi was awarded the 2010 Carter Wosk 

BC Creative Award for Applied Art and Design. 

 

  



 

26 

Charmian Johnson, Vancouver 

Lidded Jar 

2012 

White stoneware, Celadon glaze 

The pot is imprinted inside the foot with Charmian 

Johnson’s Tree of Life pottery mark. 

15 cm x 21 cm 

Retail value $500; minimum bid $200 

 

Charmian Johnson lives in Vancouver, where she keeps her 

garden, her potters’ wheels, kilns, drawing board . . . and 

memory of the Gargoyle Factory. 
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Bob Kingsmill, Vancouver and Vernon 

Raku Mask 

Hand-built clay, raku fired 

Retail value: $250.00 

 

Bob produces an extravagant variety of stoneware and 

raku-fired pieces. His masks are widely collected and his 

wall murals hang in homes and public buildings in many 

countries of the world. A teaching college in Japan, the 

Vancouver Childrens' Hospital, St. Andrew's Theological 

College at the University of British Columbia, a professor's 

retreat in Cambridge, England, two public buildings in 

Victoria, Kelowna’s Community Theatre, Vernon's Hospice 

House, and private collections in Canada, the United 

States, Germany, Switzerland, Korea, and Africa are but a 

few of the places they are appreciated. 
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Danny Kostyshin, Vancouver 

Plate  

stoneware with tenmoku and rutile glaze.  

Retail value: $40.00  

 

I attended The Vancouver School of Art, the Banff Centre 

and Emily Carr University. I am a member of The Burnaby 

and BC Potter's Guilds. In 1988 I created "Political Condom 

Boxes" for the 3 candidates running for election, to bring 

awareness to safe sex practices. In 2010 I resumed my 

condom box theme to create a condom box for the POPE, 

who said "it was OK to use them, to prevent infection." I now 

make bowls and date them, embellishing them with issues 

that today are still important. I am still working in clay as I 

approach my 60th year. I still have lots of pots to make. 
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David Lloyd, Burnaby 

Wood-fired Teapot 

Coarse stoneware, light ash glaze, bamboo root handle 

24 x 20 x 16.5 cm 

Retail Value $125.00. 

 

David Lloyd began as a potter's assistant in Burnaby in 

1967. He worked briefly in Mashiko, Japan, in 1974 while 

starting graduate studies at UBC in Asian Art History. He 

taught wheel-throwing classes in local night school 

programs from 1970-1984. He served as the Ceramics 

Technician at Kwantlen College from 1982 to 1987 and 

taught Ceramics at Kwantlen Polytechnic University from 

1989 until the present. He has wood-fired ceramics at 

shared kiln sites from 1996 to present. His exhibition history 

includes annual group shows with the Fraser Valley Potters' 

Guild since 1983 and several shows in Korea, Cuba, 

Canada and the US.  
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Claire Madill, Vancouver 

Cast porcelain jar 

8.5 cm x 20 cm 

Retail value: $85  

 

Claire Madill graduated from Emily Carr University in 

Vancouver, BC in 2007. She has been working in her 

ceramics design studio ever since. Her cast porcelain jar 

has an interior food-safe glaze, as well as a glazed outside 

lip. The vessel can be used for flowers or to pour a favourite 

beverage. 
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Glenys Marshall-Inman, Sooke 

Floating 

Porcellaneous Stoneware, crystalline interior glaze, oxide 

wash exterior 

50 cm x 10 cm x 7.5 cm 

Retail value: $375.00 

 

After 40 years, it is the never ending mystery of bringing to 

life the possibility of your own unique ideas that keeps the 

magic of working with clay alive for me. Living so close to 

nature on the south-west coast of Vancouver Island, there is 

a feeling of awe and vulnerability of time. Walking the 

beach, the textures and forms of driftwood and the crystal 

like formations in the rocks and tidal pools are a continual 

reminder of the beauty that nature offers. Influence is as 

natural as breathing. 
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Paul Mathieu, Vancouver  

Still-Life with Nude, 2011 

Porcelain 

H: 24 cm. digital ceramic print and decals.  

Starting bid: $200. 

 

Paul Mathieu is a potter, presently teaching ceramics at 

Emily Carr University in Vancouver. His most recent book 

on the History and Theory of Ceramics, The Art of the 

Future is available for FREE online, text and images, at 

www.paulmathieu.ca/theartofthefuture. 

 

 

  

http://www.paulmathieu.ca/theartofthefuture
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Meira Mathison, Victoria 

Plate 

Porcelain clay using thick slips overlays, cone 10 reduction 

firing, multi glazes. 

34 cm x 5 cm  

Retail value: $160 

 

Canadian potter Meira Mathison has maintained a studio, 

Dancerwood Pottery, in Victoria, B.C. for over 30 years. For 

the past 28 years she has conducted workshops in Canada, 

U.S.A., England and Mexico. Meira sells her unique high-

fired altered porcelain through galleries in Canada and the 

US. Meira’s work has been featured in Clay and Glazes by 

Daniel Rhodes; 500 Bowls, 500 Cups, 500 T-Pots, 500 

Pitchers by Lark Publication; Pots in the Kitchen by Josie 

Walter, Making Marks and Ceramic Spectrum by Robin 

Hopper, The Spirit of Ceramic Design by Robert Pipenburg 

and The T-Pot Book by Steve Woodhead. 
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Mariko McCrae, Gabriola Island 

Le Printemps 

Cone 6 oxidation with glazes, decals, china paint and 

lusters 

37.6 cm x 15 cm 

Retail value: $700 

 

Mostly historical and always hysterical, Mariko McCrae’s 

ceramic intentions are to subvert, subvert, subvert. 

Targeting specific traditions of the past, she then pays her 

own special and contemporary homage to them in her 

ceramic works. Low fire (for the most part) rules her studio 

as does the fine art of coil-building. She currently makes her 

home in Gabriola BC and runs a quirky studio, gallery and 

design house called Feedlot Studios with her husband and 

three wiener dogs. 
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Gillian McMillan, Port Moody  

Teal Jugbird with Sugarpot  

Wheelthrown & assembled earthenware, slip-painted, 

finished with a clear, food-safe glaze. 

Jugbird 15.5 x 20 x 10 cm; Sugarpot 9 x 11 x 10 cm 

Retail value: $140. 

 

For the last number of years Gillian McMillan has been 

making jugs that resemble birds. Visitors and local 

customers find them at Circle Craft and the Gallery of BC 

Ceramics, or they may spot them at Crafthouse YVR in 

Domestic Departures. Sometimes they are painted with the 

colours of familiar or exotic birds and at other times, like this 

teal bird with his accompanying sugarpot, Gillian simply 

applies coloured slips to create an imaginary bird. Gillian is 

an Emily Carr U graduate and has taught and given 

workshops around the lower mainland for several decades. 
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Sheila Morissette, North Vancouver 

MOD POTz.  

Slab built stoneware with stamped details, wood and soda 

fired to cone 11 in an OMBU kiln 

39 cm x 39 cm x 10cm 

Retail value: $180/pair 

 

I have always been a creative person and after graduating 

from Concordia University, I eventually found my way to 

clay. I feel so fortunate to be able to work from an inspiring 

home studio that literally hangs over a creek on the edge of 

the forest in North Vancouver. I have been a potter since 

1994, selling my work mostly through galleries and 

occasional shows. I have been strongly involved in the clay 

community, having been committed to various committees 

helping the Gallery of BC Ceramics since 2000 as well as 

an active board member of the Potters Guild of British 

Columbia since 2003.  
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Darlene Nairne, Vancouver 

Bowl and Tray 

Cone 6 Dove porcelain, oxidation fired 

Tray: 38 cm x 29 cm; bowl 15.5 cm x 9 cm 

Retail Value $195 

 

Darlene Nairne is a Vancouver potter inspired by the West 

Coast environment. She studied psychology at UBC and 

ceramics at Langara College. She has been a potter for 30 

years and has taught at Douglas Park and the Shadbolt 

Centre. Darlene is the studio technician at ECUAD and a 

member of the Kingsmill Studio Pottery on Granville Island. 

She makes ceramic tableware for Wild Rice, O'Doul’s, and 

Seb's Market Cafe. The pieces in From the Oven and Kiln 

reflect her interest in porcelain and the motion of the waves, 

ideas worked on recently at a residency at Medalta in 

Medicine Hat, Alberta.  
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Gailan Ngan, Vancouver and Hornby Island 

Set of three bowls, white, blue, black  

Glazed stoneware 

23 cm x 13 cm  

Retail value: $160.00 

 

Gailan Ngan is a potter working from Vancouver and 

Hornby Island. Her pots are simple, textural and utilitarian. 

Working mainly with the potter's wheel, electric and gas 

kilns and using many locally found rocks and clays. 
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Alwyn O’Brien, Salt Spring Island 

Tea cups 

Porcelain, underglaze, glaze, overglaze and decals 

Retail value (each) $60 

 

Alwyn O'Brien was born on Salt Spring Island, BC, to a 

family of makers and gardeners.  Her ceramic practice has 

taken her across Canada, studying at Capilano College; at 

Sheridan College in Ontario, under Bruce Cochrane and 

Susan Low-Beer; at NSCAD in Halifax with Julia Galloway 

and at ECIAD with Paul Mathieu.  She completed her MFA 

at the University of Washington in Seattle, Washington in 

2010. She has been an artist-in- residence in high schools, 

and she currently teaches for Emily Carr Institute in 

Vancouver. She has received numerous awards for her 

work, which has been shown nationally and internationally. 
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Noel O'Connell and Jasna Sokolovic, Vancouver 

(These Gray Days) 

Potteries 

30 cm x3 cm  

Retail value: $150 

 

Noel O'Connell and Jasna Sokolovic are a Vancouver-

based artist duo going under the collaborative name These 

Gray Days. Their name represents the source of their 

inspirational striving to be an unexpected brightness in 

these gray Vancouver days. They approach each new 

project with a tender defiance to the expected and a goal of 

inspiring sudden joy in those who are trapped in the 

doldrums. Their studio and gallery is located on Railspur 

Alley on Granville Island. Made during a residency at 

Medalta in Medicine Hat, Alberta, this platter was created 

using an original Hycroft blank found in a waste pile behind 

the factory.  
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Leon Popik, Vancouver 

Plate 

Stoneware, thrown, wood fired,  

23 cm x 5cm  

Retail value: $90.00 

 

Leon Popik has been a studio technician at Emily Carr 

University of Art & Design for the past 12 years. This 

ceramic wood fired plate is from his latest residency at 

Medalta Potteries in June 2011. Leon enjoys reinterpreting 

functional forms.  
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Friederike Rahn, Vancouver 

Thrown and constructed earthenware pitcher 

Slips and polychrome glazes 

22 cm x 18 cm x 20cm  

Retail Value: $75.00 

 

Fredi Rahn is a studio potter and educator in Vancouver, 

BC. She studied ceramics at Sheridan College and the 

Nova Scotia College of Art and Design. Her work has been 

exhibited across North America. An instructor at Emily Carr 

University and the Shadbolt Centre, she has participated in 

residencies in Puebla, Mexico, The Banff Centre for the 

Arts, and the Archie Bray Foundation. 
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Sharon Reay, Burnaby 

Dragon Bank  

Stoneware clay/Wood–fired in Shadbolt Centre Ombu Kiln 

36 cm x 20 cm x 23 cm  

Retail value: $500.00 

 

I have worked in clay since 1979 and have sold work at 

various shops, galleries and sales in the Lower Mainland, 

the interior of B.C., the U.S. and Australia. I continue to 

maintain my home studio. I began teaching in 1989 at the 

Burnaby Arts Centre (now the Shadbolt Centre for the Arts) 

in 1989, programming classes there in 1991, and I am 

currently the Ceramic Arts Programmer for all ages. This 

position allows me to work with truly gifted ceramic artists 

on a continual basis and makes every day a learning 

experience.   
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John Reeve, Abiquiu, New Mexico 

Donated by Sally Michener 

Covered Jar, c. 1970s 

Stoneware with celadon glaze 

18.5 x 18 cm. 

Retail value: $200; minimum bid $100 

 

John Reeve was born in Canada in 1929. He studied 

sculpture and later ceramics at the Vancouver School of Art. 

In 1958, he travelled to England to apprentice with Bernard 

Leach (1958-1961). In 1963, he established Longlands, a 

pottery in Devon, and remained in England another twelve 

years. He returned to teach at the Vancouver School of Art 

and to establish Cold Mountain Pottery. He travelled 

extensively and taught workshops in Canada and the US. 

Reeve moved to New Mexico in 1987, where he worked as 

a lecturer and a teacher, making both functional ceramics 

and large sculptures.  
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Celia Rice-Jones, Burnaby  

Footed Platter   

Oxidized clay slab, glazed, combed blue slip panel.  

42 cm x4 cm  

Retail value: $160.00. 

 

My initial Art School training took place in England within 

the Leach, Cardew, Davis traditions. I am primarily 

interested in vessels for everyday use. I try to retain the 

evidence of the clay's plasticity throughout the process, 

including the use of slips and always wanting to go beyond 

the thrown form.  
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Keith Rice-Jones, Burnaby  

Oribe glazed dish set into oxidized, slab-built, coarse-clay-

support structure.  

37 cm x 8.5 cm   

Retail value: $390.00 

 

I began with a strong design training including the poles of 

The Arts and Crafts tradition and the Bauhaus, as part of his 

training as a cabinet-maker. I found clay in the 70s and took 

further Art training in both England and America. I pursued 

parallel careers as an Art teacher and Artist before taking 

early retirement from teaching to work full-time in the studio. 

My work remains rooted in the vessel tradition but has 

moved from earlier ritualistic containers to large, purely 

geometrical and organic sculptural statements. I have 

worked and exhibited in Japan and more recently in 

Australia. My work is represented in national and 

international collections 
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Laurie Rolland, Sechelt 

Venter Series 

Ceramic (two parts) 46 cm x 20 cm x 10 cm 

Retail value: $450 

 

Laurie Rolland of Sechelt, BC has made her living as a 

potter since graduating with honours, from Sheridan College 

of Ontario, in 1978. She has worked almost exclusively in 

oxidation and is known for her unique hand-built vessels. 

Her work has been recognized nationally through numerous 

grants and awards including Project and Travel grants from 

the Canada Council. She has exhibited nationally and 

internationally in juried and invitational exhibitions, winning 

awards in many of these. Rolland’s work is in private, 

corporate and public collections around the world. Laurie 

Rolland was elected to The Royal Canadian Academy of 

Arts in 2004. 
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Phyllis Schwartz, Vancouver 

Raku Ballet Slipper,  

7.5 x 17.5 cm 

Retail value: $50 

 

Phyllis Schwartz is a Vancouver-based ceramics artist who 

explores glaze materials and effects in sculptural and 

functional forms. She is a graduate from Emily Carr 

University and project editor of Seeking the Nuance: Glaze 

Experiments of the 60s and 70s from the Ceramic Studios 

at UBC, in collaboration with Glenn Lewis and Debra Sloan. 

Recent exhibitions include Spottery, Winter White: Fine 

Living Porcelain, Interior Design Show West and In a Palm 

of a Hand: BC to Japan Touring Exhibition. As a Vancouver 

School Board Artist-in-Residence, based at Tupper 

Secondary School, she has had the opportunity to develop 

glazes and explore surface design. 

 

 

 

  



 

49 

Paul Scott, Cumbria, England 

English Hedgerow 

Underglaze cobalt blue screen decal on found Adams 

Ironstone plate  

30 cm x 22 cm x4 cm  

Retail value: $700.00 

 

Paul Scott lives in Cumbria, England. He is known 

internationally as the author of Ceramics and Print and 

Painted Clay: Graphic Arts and the Ceramic Surface. His 

work resides in private and public collections including the 

National Museum in Stockholm, the Museum of Art and 

Design in New York and the Victoria and Albert Museum in 

London. His many public commissions include a sixty-metre 

length of printed porcelain tiling as part of a 300-metre 

Flood Defence Wall in Maryport, Cumbria; artwork for the 

Contemporary Craft Collection of the Shipley Art Gallery in 

Gateshead and a thirty-metre section of the Hanoi Mosaic 

Mural in Vietnam. 
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Kinichi Shigeno, Richmond  

Porcelain plate with cobalt brushwork  

38 cm x 3 cm  

Retail value: $230.00 

 

Originally from Japan, Kinichi has been practicing his 

unique style of ceramics since 1984. His works are in 

numerous collections in North American and abroad.  
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Debra Sloan, Vancouver 

Stepping Out 

Porcelain, glaze 

10 cm x 19 cm x 6 cm 

Retail value: $250 

 

Initially self-taught from 1973, Debra attended the 

Vancouver School of Art 1979-1982. Since 1991, Debra has 

been teaching at the Shadbolt Centre for the Arts and this 

summer will teach at MSSA. Debra completed the critical 

studies needed for a BFA at ECUAD in 2003. She is 

currently on the NWCF Board. Images of her work can be 

seen in two Lark Publications, 500 Pitchers and 500 

Animals, and in the upcoming Lark’s 21st Century. She 

exhibits nationally, internationally and locally through the 

YVR Craft Gallery, Gallery of BC Ceramics and Circle Craft 

on Granville Island.  
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Gunda Stewart, Creston 

1. Oil Bottle 

Wood fired Stoneware 

21.5 cm x 8.5 cm 

Retail value: $65.00 

2. Faceted Bowl 

Wood fired Stoneware 

9.5 cm x 16.5 cm 

Retail value: $55.00 

 

I am a fairly traditional potter making wood fired, functional 

stoneware in Creston in the Kootenays. The work I produce 

is strongly rooted in the traditions of Japanese, English and 

German folk pottery but serves the needs of the 

contemporary society I live in. The people who buy my pots 

mainly live here in my community or come to visit in the 

summer months. The pots are sturdy, durable and meant to 

be used. I hope that they will bring pleasure to people's 

daily lives. 
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Rob Stickney, Vancouver 

Wood-fired vase  

12.5 cm x 23 cm 

Retail value: $150 

 

Rob Stickney is a long-time educator in the Vancouver area, 

having taught ceramics at St. Georges for 27 years. After 

graduating with a degree in architecture from University of 

Manitoba, Rob studied Fine Arts at Lethbridge, where he 

graduated with a BFA majoring in ceramics. Through the 

influence of his professor Larry Weaver, he became 

intrigued with Japanese design and aesthetics. This led to a 

life-long exploration of the culture and world of Japanese 

ceramics including 3 trips to Japan. Since retiring from 

teaching, he has focussed on making teaware and wood-

firing at the Shadbolt Centre for the Arts.  
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Brendan Tang, Nanaimo 

Manga Ormolu Study 5 

Wheel-thrown and slab; low fire white, electric oxidation 

8.5 cm x 6 cm x 13.5 cm 

Retail value: $450 

 

Brendan Tang was born in Dublin, Ireland, of Trinidadian 

parents and is a naturalized citizen of Canada. He earned 

his formal art education on both Canadian coasts and the 

American Midwest. He has been a resident artist at the 

Archie Bray Foundation for the Ceramic Arts (Helena, MT) 

and the European Ceramic Work Centre ('s-Hertogenbosch, 

NL) in 2011. Tang has been exhibited at the Musée d'art 

contemporain de Montréal, Vancouver Art Gallery, and The 

Power Plant. He has been profiled by The Knowledge 

Network and featured in printed publications including The 

National Post, Wired (UK and Italy), and ELLE (Canada).  
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Clive Tucker, Port Moody 

Tea Urchin 

Porcelain, cone 6 oxidation, sprayed and brushed glazes.  

15 cm x 25 cm x 25 cm  

Retail value: $350 

 

Clive Tucker is an active potter living and working in Port 

Moody BC. You can find him throwing pots in his fabulous 

sea-view studio near Rocky Point Park. Sometimes he's out 

and about teaching or fixing kilns, but the studio is his 

haven. He makes pots and sculptures and has even dipped 

his toe in the public art pool. He was an apprentice to Lotte 

Glob in Scotland and graduated from ECUAD in 2000. One 

day he hopes to be famous. 
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Jinny Whitehead, Vancouver 

hand built, wood fired vessel with New Zealand flax handle. 

8.5 cm x23 cm x7 cm  

Retail value: $90 

 

I am a self-taught studio potter residing and working in 

Vancouver. My pieces draw upon the mottled tones and 

textures of the coastal rainforest, the craggy granite 

outcroppings and the ever-changing ocean’s edge. The 

focus of my art is to create vessels that transport the natural 

world into the urban living space. 
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Special Raffle Donation 

Lisa Henriques 

Untitled 24, 2007 

Hand-built stoneware 

37.5 cm x 37 cm x 46 cm 

Retail value: $2200 

 

Lisa Henriques received the NWCF award in 2009, 

the first time it was awarded. Since then, she 

completed her MVA at the Australian National 

University in Canberra, ACT. Her research focused 

on large-scale porcelain pots and wood-firing. She 

worked with Gwyn Hanssen Pigott in 2011, as Gwyn 

prepared for two wood-firings, an experience that 

led to a decisive shift in Lisa’s work.  

 

 

 

 

 


